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STPARTY OF GREAP BRITA 


oOo oY AL I 


REPORT OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE 54th ANNYAL CONFERENCE held at 
CONWAY HALL, RED LICN SQUARE.”.C.1, FRIDAY, SATURDAY & SUNDAY, 


4th, 5th & 6th April 1958. 
fice 
Conference Sessions : cane “ar ea 


irst Day $ eee ese eee eee eee 11.350.a.m. to 5.40.p.m. 
Second Day : e382 eee ene eer se 3.00, p.m. to 5.30.p.m. 
Third Day : eee eee eee eee see 11.40.a.m. to 6.00.p.m. 


Attendance during Conference ; 


Delegates present Branches represented. 
First Day 40 19 
Second Day 36 20 
Third Day 42 20 


Branches not in attendance: 

First Day : (Morning) Birmingham, Bradford ,Kelvingrove, 
Kingston,Nottingham. 
(afternoon) Kelvingrove & Birmingham. 


Second Day : Birmingham & Nottingham. 
Third Day : Birmingham, - Nottingham % 
Branches not represented throughout the cntiro Conferonce ware 


Birmingham only. 


Conference Fxpenses ; &. ; 


Expenditure. baie Ge Income. o> See ow 4 ; 
Conway Hall: §7.10. 0. Donations ay ee Oars 
Caretaker: 3S. GQar'Os Friday Collection. 17, eee 
Social Band; 5. QO. O- Saturday bi 

Advertising: 5. 0. 0. H.O,Soctal, 

Bradford.Del. 3.28O.6,.05 Catering Surplus. 

Kelvingrove Del. 145.0, 6. "Rally" Collection. 
«Glasgow City Del. 10. 0. O. Conference Social. “as 


Total TOS. 0. 0. G3 4 
can = f 


Tot 
Debit Balance 


4.Glasgow Cit} branch were granted £10. for their del ega 
but at the time of makiug out the report had not els 


FRIDAY (morning) SESSION. Page 


11.30.8.m. The Acting General Secretary called the assembled 
es to order. There were two nominations for Chairman. Comrade 
R.O.Critehfield (Raling) & A.George (Bloomsbury) There wore Male 
nominations from the floor. The nominations were voted on by t a ; 
delegation. &.C.Critehfield was elected chairman by 14 votes agai@s 
A.George le votes, Me b 
Resolution “ilson (Dartford)& McKone ("d Green) "That H.Young be 
a. | ae AGREED. 
It was agreed that the Standing Orders committee act as tellers. 


REPORT OF THE S4th £.C.° TO CONFERENCE. 

y.C. Meetings during year. Wo action. 
2. E.C. Attendance. 2 : 
Branches, Membership & Organisation. 


Resolution 1."ickford branch & Hampstead Amendment. ; 
"Tekrord. That the word "world-wide be {nserted in our Object between 
the words "a" and "system". 

Hempstead. That the words "system of society" be deleted from the 
Obtect and instead the words "world wide society" inserted”. 

Hempstead Delegate. There was a certain amount of contention about the 
amendment. The stendment was tabled by the branch because they did 
lot wish the Yickford resolution to be carried and after discussion by 
a larger meeting of the branch, a majority decidedit would be better 
to leave the Obfect as it is. 

Hampstead Amendment LOST 2 —- 48. 

At this juncture the Standing Orders committee read letters Prom 
Birmingham & Eccles branches explaining that there would be no 
Delegates from Birmingham; and that Eccles had appointed Comrade 
E."radiey as a delegate, although he did not qualify by the necessary 
6 months membership. The branch asked if Conference would allow the 
Comrade to sit in spite of this, as it was the first time for many 
years that Eecles would have the opportunity of being represented. 
Resolution Baldwin (Camberwell)& Ayres (Hampstead) "That Comrade 
Bradley te allowed to sit as a delegate ofr weclea™. AGREED. 
The “ickford resolution was now discussed. et a 
“ickford Delegate. People have behind their minds, their own nation— 
al feelings. Tt ts nowhere indicated in the Party's object that it is 
worldwide and people do not comprehend it. : 
Canberwell Delegate. It is true that workers have had their minds con 
TT eT oned by a ee TOnALi at approach to things and they cannot see that 
{t 1s in fact a statement of a world wide system. This has to be ex— 
plained to them, I sm opposed to this rephrasing and reword on 
principle, and for the reason that behind the principles and object 
of the party 1s 4 whole lot of analysis and investigation { i 
socjety and if it ts to be made sure that no-one wi 

there will have to be volumes of stuff printed 
Bloomsbury Delegate. “e are opposed because | 
Seems so useless. Tf anyone has got as f 
will at once know "without discriminat . 
kind". It assumes that thé average per 
{litterste. 5 a 
Glasgow City Delegate. The simpler we ma 
and tne branch agréésthat it is a waste 
to reject it. 
"d Green Delegate. The branch has agrees 
Mme 1€ tH because they consider that t 
writing. It is back tn the 1904 perio 
Bloomsbury Dolegete: Tf it is true % 
rewritng, an at even certain wol 
that would necessitate a careful én 
work by a body appointed by the Pa 
out a few years ago and the coneiu 
Object as stated were best left 3 
ations were carried out they we 
6rature as it is or pasting at 
since these proposals comé | 
of time. a 


9g 
ie 


“d Delegate. Tt ts a matter of principle we are considering, 
sers of this are sugeesting that these are matters of ex~ 

Porsonally, this is the wrong way of looking at it, 

r. The only claim for justifying this change fs one of 

nf our ideas. “ould tt really make our case more clear? It 

going to be possible to agree on a statement which 1,000 

hink is all right. If we are going to alter a word here and 

year after year, there 18 going to be no clarification, [If 

ine you are going to confound confusion. 

“{ckford Resolution LOST 9 = 4& 


pach 


2. “ood GrBen. 
"That the practTco of tssuing numbers to Party members be discontinued 
this information be no Lo r required on any Party document ef 
1 Delegate. “e feel that the question of these numbers in- 
jutte a Iot Of work at H.O. and with members, and that the 
the number has no stenificance whatsoever. Some mombers 
more than one aumber. “hen ballot papers come round every 


to search to find his number to put on it. 
mn Delegate. Many of us have a revulsion against being number- 
' have bétn asked to enquire in which way this issuing of 


1umbers factlitates the efficiency of party business and of what real 
use it is to the party in its day to day work, 

E.C.Momber, These numbers do not hinder or facilitate our general 
day to day work, The Weod Green delegate 1s quite right about the 
shocking state of the party numbors. Some members have the some 
aumber as other members, so there can be some confusion. It does not 


really matter whether we are numbered or not. 

7 ME Wejshould find out why we have these numbers. As an ex- 
tary, I cannot see the need, nor can the present General 
secretary. ‘Ye know it 1s necessary to have them in “Wormwood Scrubs! 


Bloomsbury Delegate, In the report of the first party conference there 
was great use of ERE question of figures, the ups and downs of the 


figures showed how many members came in and how many went out. It i8 
us¢ful in a statistical way. 
Baling Delegate, If there was a query about’ the validity of a ballot 

y check would be the numbers on the ballot papers. 
ackncy Delegate. 411 it make a difference to the Ballot committee? 
; ommittcc member, Wo! Papers without numbers are not disqual- 
Ttfed, exccpt when thé names and branches are not on them. The 
majority do put their numbers on. 
Southend Delegate, Since we are usedito being numbered we shouldn't 
min organisations T know of find it useful to have numbers. 
I should imagine it has been proved by long experience to be useful 
from a clerical pointof view in numbering the membership of any organ- 
isation, and that in the question of elections and ballots etc; it 
should become very important that members should have their numbers 
AS it would be a double check between the members name and number. If 
these things are not being done we are adopting slipshod methods com- 
pared with other organisations. ‘We should in the future make sure 
thatithese numbers are accurate and we should use them in a practical 
manner 
Hampetesd Delegate. The question of numbers helps a trométidous amount. 
Tf the numbers aro not being used tt is not the fault of the numbers 
but of the organisation. 
F.C.Member, This is being exaggerated out of all proportions, It 
maxes Very little edditional work. It gives many members a pleasure 
in having a number which indicates they joined a long time ago 6tc., 
end that alo e is worth while. Any organisation has numbers and for 
the good reason that it helps in the general administration «. A 


member may write his nape {llepibly, but if his number is on the paper | 


{ can be traced. The reason it was originally instituted was that 
the members anticipated growing to a large size. It woula be a mis-= 
take to wipe it out. Forms 'A' & 'Pt are filed at H.O. and sometimes 
they are lost, but if the numbers are there a menber can be traced, 
whereas the forms may not be found. 

Glasgow City Delegatc. The supporters of this motion are confusing 
Bentiment w & useful thing. Numbers are necessary in the running — 
of business and statistics, and are particularly necessary wpen. a2 4 
member has the same neme as another. 


. 
| 
| 


‘tude of members Who 


P dont 2114) the attit » & > 9 oa ae » 
~ ~berwell Delegate. T dont Ais® «oh 6vregiments our lives ane © Piada o 
\ ge AL rapdtalism Pai & 8 Om,» 6 
Spposcd to numbers; hecause CapaVans ee to organisation a 
res on tor dell VP? ts 
numbers that fs no Pear ; ; ¢ } t {anreorous and the 
, sem 4 t} point OF being & 
Party. It is ir oe : tf TY wai on the Ballot commie 
attitude tm the Parey ee out numbera I would not accept GhOGiay lua 
y* t 
md thi V : ae : ott re nbers, and to stop 
hust He able to t | i P 
au lication. : saver. Daan Dut thé Cast for abolishing 
TPP ys y Ne erate. it maiorivy PA vs : we 
ae St TOF Tt The main object 18 the quest'on of ongent 
) T's not or 18. rhe t 2 ‘“ samy ahaa ae 
whie} loes ot exist therefore try to relieve work where f ssible. 
ms +) eh t id iwin or have them in proper order. Numbers are 
‘ : bat , na 1) cr ater necess- 
) no value now, so wipe them out and institute thom ater if nec 
mm 5 54 
Wood Green Re solut Lon L 8) ol = 
; \ " : 
DOR Resolution Wilson (Dartford)& Baldw in se am nber we 11) "That this 
ronference recom nds the Tsd, to 3 reject all baliot “papers that are 


incompletely returned, that is to say with no membership numb - 
‘tford Delegate. The party in its operating does recognise thé 
"SsTty of numbers. ft has been aptly demonstr ted that a number 
a deiinite use and when we have ballot papers on any issue am the 


meabership are asked to give their name and number they are asked for 
& purpose, and ouly the party decides that 1t 1s going to change its 
thod of cnumerating mambership. Those purposes must be fulfilled 
and it is in that sense that we submit this resolution to eonference. 
E.C.Member. The prooiem facing the F.C. has been to get members to vot 
at all. TF this was carried it would disenfranchise mombers because 
they had not put their number on the ballot paper. There would be a 
low vote made smaller because members don't know or cannot use for som 


reason their umber. 


Hackney Delegate. The only purpose of a number on a ballot paper is 
~o make sure that only one ballot paper goes to each member. The pro- 
pusers of this resolution have in their minds evil thoughts about 
members electing their particular caus iiate. 
Camberwell Delegate. Somemeubers are a little worfied about the past 
practice and accéptéd attitude in the party;so far as members voting 
and attendances are concerned js one of laxness and near indifference, 
Tt can hardly 'e said to be a strenious task to fill in the number on 
a ballot paper. It members are tnterested enough to make sure that 
the members they want are eipdbed. they will take the trouble of in- 
serting their nuuabers. 
Floor Resolution LOST BY A LARGE Peete 
N.B. This item should have bben inserte er Resolution 
Item for discussion A. “ood Green. 
Resolution Judd (Lewishem) Francis (Tsl4 ton) "That this item be 
deferred unt the arr{ reen delegate ". AGREED.| 
The Standing Orders pte wrote apologising for the omission of ar 
item for discussion on the Final Agenda fo Wood Green br under 
the heading age which would arise under the oe section of t! 
B.C.'s report 
Itom B..for discussion “ood Gn. "New mothods c 
*ood Green Dolegate. We fecy that this questi 
be drastically overhauled. A lot of enguirtés © 
the sume answers as were given in the e208. | 
themembers have not changed their method of 
it ‘1s today. Prospective E.C.Members shoul 
‘ means of a manifesto, or to the delegate m 
who are attending those mectings can hear & 
are to try and do and get for the party. al 
F.C. members and we shonld get new members in 
on the F.C. and that can be done by means of | 
meeting. —\ 
Dartford Delegate. People who are prep 
prcparéd to do thé best they can in om 
party. It 1s suggested that prospective 
electoral manifesto. Of course we want 
any member of the party is put on to th 
party that the monopoly of brains = 


The whole of the party would be & 9 
prove the party's work and add to 


| 


Qme 


4. 

m Belepste. Members of the E.C. are so because they want to be, 
Mmber can be nominated for the E.C. If he is an active member 
w{ll get to know him and eventually vote for him, and in. the 

Ime he will get more expertience of party work. 

@rwill velegate. For provintial members who get their ballot 

Brs some “or the nominees are not kaown to them. There might be some 
ne uonc to familiarise them with the nominces, but these people will 
come known if they are active. There has in the past few years becn 
mome now f.C.menders. 

Wood Green Delegate. The tdea is to try and get fresh members and new 
Tees. uu ou should g five great thought to changing your B.C, members 


ev three years 1f you like, but dont vote on names, which 1s what 
: jority do. 
SONFFRENCE ADJOURNED FOR LUNCH AT Litem. 
CONFE ; MENCED AT 2.15.p.m. 
Al i NTS TO 
©. Lewisham br.nch:"Taet after the words "Branch Seeretary*® on 
line Sight, the words Tér any other authorised Branch Official! be 


Delete “or any other authori sed Branch 
= Branch Treasurer" 
SF ues RESOLUTION LOST 21 = 28. 


Ist 24 - 54s 
iat Rulc £9 be deleted and the following substit- 


: otal to a political office shall be pledged to act 
on the instructions of the Executive Committee". 
3 od a RESOLUTTON LOST 16 - 35. 


RULE Wood Groen. rhae Rule ©9 be amended to read as follows: 
at és clectae to a political office shall be pledged to act on 
the Cistenede of their Branches locally, end by the Executive 
Committce egiak yen » Et 

OOD GREEN BS0! TT ON LOST 15 = 58, 


“FRE HEARD FROM THE ¥.S.P. OF 


A aires, 
Resolution Deveresux (Bloomsbury) & Cottis (Southend) "That a message 
of grectings be sent to the ".S.P. of America™. AGREED. 


FRATFRNAL GRE"TTYGS "ERE READ FROM; 
Socialis st Party of Ireland. 

1 " Canada. 

, . " Australia, 

Comrade Alec Hart.An ex-Islingtun member now resident in South Africs. 
A Letter was r: er {rom Comrade &.Frank on behalf of the Vienna Social- 
ist Group 
Tt was generally agreed that Fraternal greetings be sent to the above. 
Resolution Baldwin (Camberwell) & Cottis (Southend) "That a tape 
recorded messare of fraternal gréctiags be sent to the %.S.P. of 


America", AGREE. 

FT! IANCI 4 ee 

Li LA Delegate. The balance in hand of the Parliamentary Fond was 
$58.0.6.d. on ths 31.12.57. and from the donations it seems that 


Camber rwell is the only branch which donates to this fund. Other 
branches should do likewise. The nead Office Assistant!s Fund is 
dwindling, and soncthing urgently needs to be done about it, 
E.C.MiMNBER. If some branches gave more consideration to the question 
oF payment of dues, the financial position of the party would be great= 
ly eased. 
Camberwell Delegate. Disagreed with the B.C. in knowing, but not. | 
- the names of branches whose arrears position was bad, {he 
financtal standing of branches should be brought to the notice of the 
Cemtral Organiser and steos be takin to cet hold of this money. The 
party 6xists on the basis of dues taken and ittsup to the branch 
secretaries and treasurers that the collection of dues 1s expedited: 
and for #.0. to see thet there ts no accumulation of dues. uF. 
F.C.Member. "co do not get 26/- per member at H.O. as the branch re- ha 
tatie some, and there are members over 65 years who do not pay 
also a considerate portion of dyes are waived. eng 


af sey 
i wt o xD 
* this situt n and last Tue bf EE I 
aber. The E.C. are aware 0 this situatio t aa Pe alecss 


redt) T ane -omuittes to loo! into this and contact 
ay + re € sets 5 a a os tater = s of the party write off 44%,87 ; 
About ACS. IN Las \ = = fe 22 poles ; 
50%, 4: 59 ont. sone vranches collect the proper asmou 1t but dong 
OUP » t2 9 At Sou ailie : 


send it on to H.OQ. : 

tem for discussion.FIUNDS. “ood Grecte — ‘ ‘ 

Item for ee at or none. ss and branches are in favour of 
ood Green Delegate. A Lot of meu : nents 
Acquiring funds by letting H.O. if and when we move. Arguments 

Acq ni $s by tk 4 H.O. 

4 


against lett! “0, are (1) That we should work harder to PROG ue 

ney members who tn tur li produce funds (2) “"e should not go into 

b ness (3) That any funds required wili be forthcoming when need A 
ises, and when we &®% for it. We aid ask for it but we did not get 


only got £50. “e have iovested socialist money in Clapham. TI 
© obiection whats ver to acouirineg reasonabl« permane nt funds 
the party by letting part or all of H.9. 
x 


erwell Delegot« he income the party cects should be obtained by 
Ing literacire, holding mectings and getting collections. 
xsesolution"Next Business" Baldwin & Ayres. CARRIED 18 ~ 9. 
a al TH FT? LT > _ a ~ maa 


AO nN ati SE a 

Tic Menher. WGth regard to the lest statement on the aster Form'C!. 
mhester branch had been included. 

A discussion took place whether Conference should continue with the 

E.G.Report and Ttems for discussion or discuss Literature. 

Resolution Janes (Hackney) & Cottis (Southend) "That we take Liter- 

ature now". |.  GARRTED SY AN OVER"HELMING MAJORITY. 

LITERATURE. a ; 


Resolution 3.eTSLINGTON 


IN, & AMENDMENT BLOOMSBURY . 
Islington. "That this Conference instructs the Executive Committes 
that in future issues of the Secialist Standard all correspondence 
shall be answered by ine Editorial Gommittee." 

Rloomsbury Amendmenc. " 


Es re- 
quires ar Swe ring, should be replied to in the same issue." 
Islington Delegate. "e thought that the correspondence would be an- 
awared In the samé issues but this was not the case and we feel it 
should be. 


Kingston Deleg 


ate. The tranch does not wish to endorse this, as while 
, ‘ter should be answered it 1s not wise in all instances that 
the answer should be given by the Fdttorial committee. The answers 
to some letters should *e delegated. 
Cumberwekl Delegate. Tt » s thoigh that a correspondence column in 
the S.S. without answers would make it a lot more lively. Tt née not 
worked out like thut. “e have had plenty of time to see the kind of 
effect that it has had. 
Resolution Cox (Fulham)é& Cottis (Southend) "That the vote on the 
Amendment be taken”. CARRIED 19 
ayres (Hampstead) challenged the vote. On a&@ recount : 
Bloomsbury Delegate on their amendment. We thought 
uncertainty Trading o ngton resolut: 
mind, that correspondence does appear reasonably an 
&.S. which sometimes does not require an answer by 
that the answer might sometimes be mere agreeme 
dundant. The hands of the committee would beg 
were required to reply to all correspondence, s 
should decide what correspondence should be 
Paddington.Delegste. We did not expect any 
c branch takes a dim vicw of most 
have teen published in the 8.8. There might 0 
tween the subject matter of the letters and 
which the letters sprang. This is a ventul 
dont agree with Bloomsbury which would defe 
year's Conference resolution. If we had 
etc., and those letters were continued ove 
haps it would be that those letters were Wor 
cater for everyonc. If the Edétorial comm 
cretion on the type of letters publi shed 
bed as they heve been over the past 12 mon 
Lewt sham Delegate. Tt is not an easy DEOP 
ovér a derf{od Of months. We should red 
judgement on what correspondence they © 


' 
j 
} 
K 
; 


ee 


De a emaee. Did the Ra4tortal camittee publish thetype of 
<eRSe EE ata to teach Paddington branch a lesson? 
torial ocieal tt member. No we did not. “e pointed out last year a 


ot detects which inuvitabl; fuced this proposal, one is the tim 


Celik & 


h to go into the April §.S. Not all the lettcrs were published, but 
best were selectod. We sometimes conferred with the EC. as to 
Conference required. Party members are interested in religion. 

is what they write about. I regret that thething has turned out 


tor 4 letter published in March must have a reply by the midale of 


nas because as reported to Conference & large number of readers 
£.S. welcome the existence of the correspondence column. 
Delegate JT an surprised to hear that the correspondence 
“4 was the best of a bad lot. I think things have been exagger- 
little. T caw 3 letters which were far better than the letters 
ligion. One letter was handedto me to ansyer but was too late for 
t xt issue, but went tn the form of an atticle in the following 
i It does not matter that letters are not replied to in the same 
, but that we should ‘ave such a poor show in the correspondence 
1umns after 54 years does matter, 
oom sbury slegate. One objection to Tslington's resolution is that 
Tt seys * Correspondence snsll be answered by the Editoriel commit- 
tee", The ae Spl says nothing about selection of letters. 
BLOOMSBURY AMENDMENT CARRIED 37 - 19. AS A SUB-RES CARRIED 57 —- 19, 


"That the correspondence gens in the 
S ar {ts present form be stopped” 
Hamps stes ad D slegute. It has been already carried in. the previous resol- 
ation am we are prepared to move on to next business or vote. 
STFAD RESOLUTION LOST 13 - 33 


RESOLUTION 5. Cal CAMBER"ELL & HACKNEY AMENDMENT. 
an 7 hat tne sducation Committee be asked to draw up suitable 
Te tare Fon, the eduest ton syllabus for inclusion in the Socialist 


Stand ¢ rd to replace = resent correspondence, inviting members and 
non-members to write ouestions and views to be dealt with by post." 
Hackney Amendment. "Delete 'to re place the present correspondence". 
Delupate. “e are not concerned whether we have correspond- 


Camberwe.t 


encé as Well as the proposition about literature. The Classes are 


thoroughly wcll prepared and they can only reach at best half a dozem 
members who can attend them or hear recordings but they should be got 
out in writing and included as & sjllabus in the $.S. for members and 
non-membirs,to invite thetr quenies and reactions. This has been done 
before, 

'.C.Member. It looks highly desirable. The delegates may have receiv— 


eV ett 


ed the syllabus of the classes. The ones mentioned would be general 
knowledge ones. These take nearly an hour to deliver. The essence of 
the lecture would have to be taken out and would take about 2 fool- 
scap pages. They could not be published as given. It is & mamoth 
task. Tt would fi121 the S.S. There would be no room for correspondence 
or anpgthing clse. “hat ‘s required is the essence of the syllabus in 
the S.S. “e could try and condense and get them in. 

Hackney Delegate on their enundment. The branch felt that the inclus- 
the part 'to replace the present correspondence! was being 
ised by Camberwell as a method of getting rid of the correspondence. On 
the other hand it vould be a good thing to sce these educational things 
in the S$. 

HACKNEY AMENDMENT CARRTED 35 - 18. 

R Sete tt AS ENDED Saas 27 - 


23. 


AT Sy 


SBTURDAY pret COMMEN CED 


Office duplicator". 


dfstr sd amongst the tranches and involve no loss and we could even 
make @ smal] profit and it should be based on educational and theoret— 
{cal arguments, and would create a channel of discussion asong party 
members. Two menbors of the old I.P.J. committee are prepared to pub- 
lish Forum and some members are preparcd to go to H.0. to do 4t. 


~ 


Hackncy Delegate. If Forum is started up again and duplicated it can be 


7 
. 


Delegate. Ye want to find out thé question of cost 
Titty of another loss and the question of whether 1t tag 
as st did be fore - WY should have some more defintte ¢ 
slans envisaged to keep it going regulariy and if @ pam 


a 


ber. The cost would be gq uite low. If we produced a 12 Shees 
Tez pages) - more words than the Forum which was printed = 
the papcr and stencils would be under £10 if we used 500 
and f W sold 400 which was the circulation of the old Fo 
whe t elosed down, there world be a profit of #1. or two at Gauge 
r ublication sells reasonably well, we will be able to affora 
roffesional typist to prepare the stencils. 
well Delegate. T hope people do not envisage &@ new inter-party 
r journel. ‘he provision of space for educational things in tie 
provides for this. If it is going to be the party case in Forum 
hoild be in the &.S. but if 1t is going to attack the party them 
‘t want its ressurection and I will oppose it. 
«Member. Forum folded vp because of lick of material. Conference 
it Tast year that if there was a demand it would continue. I would 
te to ste some indications that material is going to be available 
Sefore voting on this. 24 pages were mentioned. This would involve 
</Brds mere than was in the previous Forum. T thimk there are a good 
many membtcrs of the party who would like to be put right on things 
Sua so0'6 of the articles in Forum did a good service. The resolution 
saying bi-monthly is setting this task of finding material on who- 
ever is to produce Torum. It would be more useful if Conference could 
Seree not to have tor um at a reguler interval but to have forum as 
end when the necd aros.. Tt would be uscful in publishing the findings 
of the Study Group on Orises for instance. 
Bloomsbury Delegate. A cogent cuse has not been put forward by the 
movers of this rcsolution regarding contributors and who is going to 
do it. It ts a larg. task, and the branch object to it being done by 
duplicator, Any reasonatle number of pages to be read from duplicated 
paper is tedious and unattractive and the only way is to have a differ-— 
ent kind of duplicator or have it printed. 
Hackney Delegate. It may be true that t.ere are difficulties inthe way 
and thst duplicating may not be as attractive as print but we are more 
interested in the interest being there to overcome .these difficulties. 
“We think it can be prese tei with a reasonable amount of attractive— 
ness. Tt would come out if the material was available but it may not 
always be available but we would still have an JTP,J. which wondd be 
capable of expressing the different viewpoints of the members. I feel 
th.t there are a number of things which could be discussed with part— 
{cular relevance to the party. It would facilitate writers; peu then 
used to writing etc., : . vm 
HACKNEY RESODUTTON LOST 23 - 29. ‘ wit 
Rm RESOLUTION y ADDTVGTON ) & SELVN (P 
Conference recommends that a duplicated Forum be 
to time when material 1s available." : 
Resolution Baldwin (Camberwell) & Cottis (South 
TL By 4g OV DIDERAVLE MAJOR a 
Paddington Delegate. Some of the criticisms & 
Olution had some merit. To tic a publication 7 
time might be unrealistic and thereis no poit 
there 1s no material but if members do wish to 
are of interest there ts no reason why they 
ary to tie it to bi-monthl,. If there ape dt 
should be published. k ; 
“w4ckford Delegate. I would have preferred to™ 
wilters Slaneee Tiret. we should then have gs 
to send their articlcs to Forum. Tt is said 
danger in Forum. but I have no fears on this 
to give writers a vehicle to express them: 
Camberwell Delegate. I have no fears about 
Sone memburs aont Ifke facing up to the ® 
{stscce. There was somc useful work done) 
more th-h the fact that it had o limis 
face up to the fact that though laters: 
4n existence for. It is nothing to do 
propaganda m terial and working fof 


In 


) 


8. 

Bham Deiegate. The logic of the previous speakers romerkse is that 

pcan be no difference of opinion among party members but there is 

always Will be. There 1s always the danger that Forum may degener- 
as it did bi fore. Though as we have the task of working for social- | 

i, I dont set why we ean't educaté ourselvcs in the process. 

minem Delegate. If there 1s something new to be said, it is better to 

er to understand if it ia in pritt. 

mewishom Delegate. TH Forum detertorated {t is because the dissension 

: party avid it is not stopped b; not having the Forum. It has 

lifficult to min classes at H.O. Ts it not possible that 
1ld usefully be used to educate wembers? 
ry Delegate. I would rather th. E.C. kept an eye on the situat- 


a if Tt ts Tound that there are members willing vo write, it 


2 pr invest tg tion. 
tion Gill (Hannstead) & Catt (Dartford) "That the vote be taken” 
Sey On TCA ars Sop 
ngeton Deler . "C aré organised as @ propaganda organisation but 
rder to be cfTective we must know our case, not just bare outlines. 
iber can never reach the stage when he can say I know enough. Dis- 
fon, and hesring new points of view, and new aspects whefh may not 
interesting in the S.S. or not suitable, these are things which can 
e us ter propagandists and this is the punpose of Forum. f 
OLUTTON CARRTED BY A LARGE MAJORTTY . | 
ma E.for discussion (paadingteny & fem G. (Hackney). a. 
Paddington Delegate. The question of the $.S. has been put on the Agenda 4 
for the second yexr by the branch as members of the branch and members 
gt rally tuke the point of view that the S.S. today is a more import— . ® 
ant media of propaganda than in past years, inasmuch &s outdoor speak— 
ng ts not what it was. “e should endeavour to have an §.S. whienm fits gies 
the bill as much as possible. We have differences of opinion on what ea * 
t -S. should be like. Most of us agree that the §.S. is not quite : 
what wo want. Paddington feels thst the SS falls down on the content < 
and the peneral layout and prvusentation offthe articles. The way art-— 
‘cles are broken up cte., The first thing the party has got to deter— 
mine is a policy for the SS. "ce must agree as to who the SS is written / 
for . Somé members thixvk that the SS is wri ten primarily, for non= 
socialists; oth.rs for canvassing} we should have simple articles and 
short words; that the SS should be written more for the intelligent 
section a the working class. Ye think it should be primarily written 
for socialists. Until members are interested inthe SS it will have 
little or no effect. The SS should be a socialist commentary on current 
world affairs 


. It should give ‘nformation and a slant on things which 
due to a lack of time or reading would be of interest and usé to mem- 
The SS today is unbalanced. Some ave worthwhile articles but the 
; e°Ve me cold. In the past the standard of writing of the articles 
was higher than today and the nu ber of subjects were larger and more 
diverse and the menner in which they were dealt with was on a higher 
t is today. "e would kike Conference to discuss and en- 
cg on who the SS-is written for. If we can agree that it 
written for members we ecun start to consider the problems. Positive 
posals which would te useful as points of discussion to a committee 
party mecting - writers class: formatéon of educational committee, 
ether in tts present form tt is the best kind of coumittee the party 
uld find (editorial committee); whether they have too much to do; 
licy for the continuity of articles. Perhaps a single issue of the Ss 
ould be deveney to one subject €.g.economic crises, 
fy Fackney Delegate. Me feel that there is no ltason between the writers 
2 2l committee. Sometimes a writer says 'I am going to 
about so-and-so!. The relation between writers and committee 
should be as to the best lines to proceéd on certain subjects. The Biit— 
| orial committee should sugrest that certain things should be done at 
ccrtatn times. “hen the Fditorial committee does approach members it is 
a pants situa:ion. These so-called simple articles contain a tremendous 
snount of abstracttons far and away beyond the pohitical understanding 
of the casuel readcr. The SS is meant for everybody and is attractive / 


~ 2 
< 
S 
3 
ct i 
oS 
™ 
fe 
3 


omrHR Swe 


»3 O08 O'8 


> aa @) 


" to nebody, We want ;ou to make the SS worthy of theparty. 
re Camberwell Delegate. "e want constructive ed@amples. although the SS has 
nore ‘Snot as bluck as it 1s painted. 
Bloomsbury Delegate. “hat we nee. is a full time Editor. We should 
cith 


i having a popular journal or else an international revie 
with an arty-crafty bias. 


*% hasipaticn of such of our oat 


= 


9. 

.C.Member. The party 1s a cross section of the population. Pieimaas 
oa hat interesting tc various mom crs of the population Accords 
therefore some of the articles which one thinks abominable, others 
The 8S represents the general attitude of the people outside: people 
write about things they think important. "e shonld continue that way 

in certain respects tt has gone down because members are not doing what 
they did long sgo. They studied and showed the results. Members areutry= 
ing to get away with superfictal stufi. They should have @ sound e@Onom= 


fo and »olitical outlook. Tt rests not with the Editorial comnittvegepun 
wit) nembers. “e did try to grt members interested in particular 
811) to study them and write articles. The SS should not be written 
t ;Lalists. Socialists should »rite in the SS to try and convert 

t sialists. 


Delegate. It cannot be denied that the SS is the best that the 
can produce. The purpose of the 8S surely is to make people who 
into contact with it interested enough to absorb the ideas of soc= 
ism. People to whom the SS has been sold have not becn sufficiently 
iiterested in socialism to go further. It should be addressed not to 
ocialists but to people who are interesied in socialism and to ao that 
you have got to write articles that will definitel) arouse interest, 
Wiatever the subject. 
Resolution Bryan (Paddington) & Selwyn (Paddington) "That discussion off 


eferred until Sunday aftcrnoon”. CARRTED OVERWHELMINGLY. 


The CONFERENCE ADJOURNED AT 5.30.p.m. 
The SUNDAY SESSION COMMENCED AT 11.40.a.m. 


MEMBERSHIP & ORGANISATION. 
tem ror discussion 0. islington branch. 
Tslington Delegate. Franch newsletters let branches know what is going 
on in cach branch. “hen brenches are nwar to each other they can get to- 
gether to prevert duplication canvassing and let each other know about 
meetings in each other's districts. ; 
Wood Green Delegate. The tranch has changed its meeting night from Thurs—- 
ay to Friday with the object of being able to attend other br nehes who 
meet on Thursday, 
Lewisham Delegate, Some organisers here today may remember the success— 
ul organisers meetings held at H.O. in December, The €.0. arranged to 
hold one in January but we have not hed it yet, It was dissapointing at 
the last one which didn't deal with any change on ideas of propaganda 
but the meeting assumed that we were utilising the best methods that 
we cculd devise, and only wanted more support from members and the work— 
ing slass. These meetings should allow for some criticism of th - 
methods. : : ee ie 
E.C.Member. The new Central Organiser hus only be . 
weeks. The last Delegate Mecting asked the Boga 
mévtings of branch organisers from time to times 
organiser since the end of last year, and the ney 
of the resolution passed last year. p 
FLOOR RESOLUTION LAWRENCE (LEISHAM) & MOSTYN, 
be approached with & view to organising fur 
RESOLUTION AGREED. * 
Item for discussion D.Canberwell. a 
Camberwell Delegate. The purposes of this item j 
branch members with a view to getting them to® 
an ififlux of Central branch members with the 
in the last few months. ; ; 
E.G.Member. Of the 150 ballot papers sents 
Conference matters,only 34 were returned, Si 
chester branch only one member was lost. 
cess of dissolving. Some of the members 
about 10 have joined Central branch, Ab 
still not made up their minds. Some 


away from Central branch, Response 
was not very good. Theré vas a me 

yesterday tut it was very small) 
periodical mectings of Central 


10, 
_ ict discusston,“ood Green. "Reworai 
Lae . ng the Declaration 

Spa be sy & view tO making its meaning more clear." — 4 ; 
fod_creen Deam ate. It has long been my experience of & number of 
“ple that they tind the words snd phrascology of the D of P confus- 


‘ea Delegste, What have "ood Green in wind? Is it e basic 

rsion 6 the D of P for 11l‘terate morons or do they want to 
the oe P snd have sowething different. 
“ui tcen Delegate. The D of P cannot be replaced, but if the lon 
voris wore simpliffed 1t would make it easter for some people to read. 
phen Cees It is not very setentific to say that because some- 

ing is 1a cwn in 1904 that it is good for all time. I dont like 
. word hostility in the principles, I would prefer to see the word 
posed used in its place. 
wisham Delegate. I think that there 1s more behind this than just 
itoring the wording. It seems that these members object to our very 
icfinite opposition to the system we live under. "e should not take 
these very militant words out of our principles. 
“tekford Delegate. The “.S.P. have modified the wording of their ver- 
ston of the 5 oF P. “e must remember that language modifies from 
decade to decade. 
E.C.Member. This is an argument based entirely on words and language. 
These things do change. If the D of P were whitten today it might be 


written differently. Nobody outside has ever challenged the D of P on 
these grounds. 
PROPAGANDA. Item H.for discussion. Hampstead. 


nee or a speakers test. 
Romenaliaeal Dele Poy I think there is a complete illogicality in having 
Speakers tests, as if the person is able to speak he will speak and if 


ve . We are all propagandists and because one member does not 
a Ses test it eee nos disable him from putting the party's 
case and the ridiculous situation arises of a non-speaker in the chair 
at a meeting. It does not preclude members from pitting the case when 
they want to. I can seve ro point in having a4 speakers test. Let us 
have classes but not testsfor how can we know the memrers abi lity un- 
less he speaks on the platfor.. 
E.C.Member. It 1s not an examination in the ordinary sense. The whole 
emphasis 18 on helping the individual concerned, Ne get a series of 
questions evolved as we have gone along. “e put to him the things he 
may get on the platform. It 1s designed to help people find out where 
they can set information. 
E.C.Member. The speakers test is an absolute essential to the party. 

€ must be able to assess that members have at least a minimum of 

knowledge. J dont think the sneakers test goes far enough. In addition 
there should be a Speakers Committee working in conjunction with the 
Propaganda committee, to go around méctings and assess whether would 
be speakers are capable of putting the party's casé,answering questiorm 
etc. 
E.C.Momber. The Party has a high standard of public speaking. Before 
the tests a member spoke until he said something wrong, and then got 
hauledover the coals. “hat is the alternative if you do away with the 
speakers test? On the platform you may be asked all sorts of things 
which you,hotiring about. The falling off of meeting spots has not 
helped members. The Speakers test should only be a start. 
CRISES STUDY GROMP. 
Hampstead Délegatc. We are. surprised at a lack of an} news of the 
Crises study group set up last year. 
GENERAL SECRETARY. There was a short statement on the Delegate Meeting 
report that a committce had been set up and were going to start dis- 
cussions, It is not the usual type of party committce and as two of 
the members are in Birmingham the only way they can discuss is by 
letter, It did not come 'nto the report because it was not in the year 
und«r review. The subject ts controversial and difficult for the com- 
mittee to submit a snap report to Conference. “e have not yet had a 
preliminary report. 
Floor Resolution GILL (HAMPSTEAD) & “EBB (HAMPSTEAD) "That in view of 
the ommissfon of any reference to the Orises study Group in the E.C, 
report, the Conference should rectity this omission by having an im- 
mediate discussion of the present economic position", 


ORS & = ‘ 

~- ld di ises now bel WET: 

5 says should scuss crise Ww bess ,, 

E.C.Mumber. The resolution says that we = 2 
Sausc there was not an interim report. The two things dont hang to- NR 4%, 
gether. Stuff is being circulated by the committec. The desirability or* Se 2 » 
discussing crisés should hot depend on the fatlure of the committee to ae 2 
report yet. 


MENDMENT COTTTS (SOUTHEND) & DUNKLEY (SOUTHEND). "Delete ' immediate? 
and Mid after the discussion on litérature has taken place. { 


MEN DENT CARRTED 13 - 11. AS A SUB-RES CARRTED 12 - ll. 
MI CAR D i . 


eee 


pre ye Be hit ade to set up 3 writers! class daning 
winter of 1958-9." Wo disci ission. CARRTED "ITHOUT DISSENT. 


NFERENCE ADJOURNED FOR LUNCH AT 1.00.D.m. 


CONFERENCE RECOMMENCED AT 2.15.p.m, 


LITERATURE CONTINUED AS AGREED ON THE SATURDAY. Items E. & G. 
Bloomsbury belegate. This 1s such an enormous suvject, wa should have 


a specialmeeting to discuss it. 

Eecd ington Delegate. I try to expand my sales of the SS to keep Up 

se gures. The purpose of the SS is not to have just a solvent 

jo urn A, but to put over propaganda. I would suggvst that articles 
written In the 8S are written because the writers thought the matter 
worth while. "e should direct our writings to the highest common denom-— 
inator, th at is to the party membership, not the lowest common denomin- 
tor. 

Baling Déelega 


mem 


te. The branch feels that the E.C. should arrange Tor some 
ers to get practical experience in the editing and producing of the 
3S not merely by increasing the size of the committee, but by introduc] 
ng new members in place of some of tke old. 

ddington Delegate. "e think that in the method of writing we usé we 
ke compromises. We assume that tne people who read the SS are very 
ill informed. The simplest articles are the hardest to write, sand are 
very often written by the not so good writers. It is the writers who 
make this division of socialist and non-socialist. The mood of the os 
is not stimulationg. “e need stimulationg and if we are the readers. 
will be. 

E.C.Member. "%e should not spend too much time discussing thisy A aist~ 
Jnction {[S seen between theoretic#] and practical articles. The asa 
should have seme of both. Ideally the party should have two f 
one theoretical and the other for propaganda. Most of the dd 
beside the point. “hat is needed is lots of people with 
of economics etc., and able to write and study. Ablento 
to time. There are too féw writers: lots of Wreiuers WE 
their knowledge of the perty and theory and are too 
about what goes on outside the party. Tt is thes 
umstances that they are in which makes the bad 
not enough. Articles often come too late. Pec 
write erticles on special subjects. Topical 
quickly. Every writer should specialise on @ 
jects, so that on special happenings a special 
The layout of the SS is done by the printer as” 
three days to the getting out of the 5S. If you 
on it the look could be <ltered for the better? 
articles 1f we didn't put in articles to whidmet 
SS should be primarily Politicsl,Eeonomic & 
say that it cannot deal with other thingsoe 
Object of the party. 30 péople wrote for the 
some potentially goed matcrial amongst these 
E.C.Member. The SS is not very good and it 7 
The SS s&les figures are still going down 
answer to the distribution problems of the 
magazine of which ve Say we are proud. We 
werd by the Fidtorial committee. “hat 
to produce new writers? Let us sce wh 
write cT'8, to call a mécting and get < 
the 3S better. are i. 
Glasgow City Delegate. There,essent! 
Ercatness Gf ob Test bec ayae! wanna 


you must h-ve your object clesrly tn vi 


awaken more enthusiasm. Shake off your apathy comrades, and remember 
that eternal vigilance should be the watchword of the socialist. 


FROM THE SYDNEY BRANCH OF THE S.P.of AUSTRALIA, on their activities of ; 
the pre wae us year. It was without doubt a magnificient effort and it 
was generally agreed by Conference that a telegram of congratul tions 


12. 
fiiss you get down to these,your articles are bound to be dull. 
usiasm is what is needed by our writers, for their enthusiaem will 


r THTS JUNCTURE OF THE MEETING THE GENERAL SECRETARY READ A REPORT 


t to them. 
anding Orders committee reported that Comrade %.Kerr (W.Ham) wanted | 
Co sit but had no credentials with him. 
olution Baldwin (Camberwell) & Mithhell (Camberwell) "That the 
ber be ailowed to sit”. AGREED 
committees mem ber. We are encouraging new writers. IT have Been 
the writers classes up to about/?56-57. There h.ve been 
asses in th. last eight or ten years. It is up to the writ- 
after the class, unlike speskers after the speakers test who 
n the speskers list. There aré indications now that some mem 
t in faving a writers class. You have got to finally 
I ’ li'tng their weight. 
Lewisham Delegate. If we are going to refer this matter to a party meet— 


¢ 
© 
hry eto Cc 


ty 


GG et us have sc practicsl prepositions not hhis airy-fairy stuff. 


! v v 
‘ood Green Delegate. Yo need articles dealing with the daily life of the 
worker and worker in factories. 
rnot my branch 18 selling 22 dozen & month. 

“veryone has agreed tn substance that there is some- 
Shing wrong with SS end that it can be improved. That is all we 
wanted to prove. y writer worthy of his salt writes to please himself. 


Many of the writers tn the SS are writing down all the time. Those who 
write for the SS should have discussions and talki points-should mect 
ithly to give and exchange ideas and outline a policy with the Edit-— 

ofial cémmitt and take it to the E.C. We should expand the scope of 
ir articles. I sm prepared to draw up with others a type of policy etc. 
OOR RESOLUT BRYAN & "ATTRS (PADDINGTON). "That this Conference re- 
commends the £,C. set up & résponsit committee which shall prepare 

omposite plan of action for sug¢ested tmprovements in the SS. This 


mnittee whitch shell report to a party meeting within three months 
shall investigate ways of co- ordianting the work of the Editorial com- 
mittee and writers; the preparation of a definite policy Sor the Ss, 
ways of encouraging new writers and the formation of writers classes.” 
Paddington Delegate. This resolution should be the first of a series ¢ 
practical stops which everybody is so concerned about. We have now 
reached the point where we can do more than pass pious resolutions. 


West Ham Delegate. I am opposed to setting ap a committee. The party tis 
etting top heavy with committees. We will soon reach the stage where 
we will have committees investigating the tnvestigating committees. 


THE FLOOR RESOLUTION “AS CARRIED 37 = @, 


(Camberwel mott (Hackney). "That all the out- 
: i e Conference Agenda be arrang for presentation fo 
the Autumn De legate Meeting”, AGREED. 
Fulham Delegate. - AS we are due to adjourn it is obvious that we cannot 
adtscuss the resolution dealing with Crises, would not a meeting of the 
party b costar for a discussion of the subject thanthis conference? 
RLOOR RFSOLUTTON COX (FTTL EAN } & JAMES HACKNEY) "Thet the E.C. serious- 
iy cons r summoning a Spec 


y cone Tr acuss the report and matt- 
ers related, on the subject of Crises." CARRERD BY A LARGE MAJORITY. 


RESOLUTION haldetn {c sberwell) & James (Hackney) "That the 54th 
Annual Conference > TC. Report te sdoptea™, AGREED. 
IT WAS GENERALL) AGREED TO ADJOURN AT 6,00. p.m. 

ACTING GENERAL SECRETARY. 


